
4
3
3
5
3
 C

e
d
ar

cr
e
st

 T
ra

il 
H

ar
ri

s,
 M

N
  

5
5
0
3
2
 

P
h
o
n
e
: 
6
5
1
-6

7
4
-4

2
5
2
 

F
ax

: 
6
5
1
-2

3
7
-1

1
9
0
 

O
n
lin

e
: 
 w

w
w

.f
is

h
la

k
e
lu

th
e
ra

n
.o

rg
  

E
m

ai
l: 

o
ff
ic

e
@

fi
sh

la
k
e
lu

th
e
ra

n
.o

rg
 

O
ff
ic

e
 H

o
u
rs

: 
M

o
n
.-
F
ri

. 
9
:0

0
–
1
:0

0
 p

.m
.  

 A
D

D
R

E
SS

 S
E
R

V
IC

E
 R

E
Q

U
E
S
T

E
D

 
 F

is
h

 L
a
k
e
 L

u
th

e
ra

n
 L

e
a
d

e
rs

h
ip

 &
 S

ta
ff

 
P
as

to
r 

 
 

 
D

al
e
 S

ti
le

s  
 

O
ff
ic

e
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

o
r 

 
N

ic
o
le

 L
in

d
e
r 

F
in

an
ci

al
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

o
r 

 
L
o
rr

ie
 B

au
e
r 

M
in

is
te

r 
o
f 
W

o
rs

h
ip

 &
 M

u
si

c 
L
aD

o
n
n
a 

O
ls

o
n
 

A
cc

o
m

p
an

is
t 

 
 

C
in

d
y 

B
le

se
n
e
r  

C
u
st

o
d
ia

n
 

 
 

K
e
n
t 

Sa
yl

e
r 

W
E
L
C

A
  

 
 

B
ar

b
 S

au
e
r  

Su
n
d
ay

 S
ch

o
o
l 

 
 

M
in

d
y 

H
an

se
n
 

  
 

 
 

C
ar

ri
e
 S

ti
le

s 
C

h
u

rc
h

 C
o

u
n

c
il
 M

e
m

b
e

rs
 

R
o
b
 A

n
d
e
rs

o
n
 

M
ar

k
 B

le
se

n
e
r 

Ja
n
e
 C

h
ap

m
an

 
K

ri
s 

F
ai

rb
an

k
s—

Se
cr

e
ta

ry
 

E
ri

c 
G

u
st

af
so

n
—

V
ic

e
 P

re
si

d
e
n
t 

T
o
m

 L
o
fb

o
o
m

—
P
re

si
d
e
n
t 

P
e
te

 M
e
ag

h
e
r 

B
ar

b
 S

au
e
r—

T
re

as
u
re

r  
K

e
n
t 

Sa
yl

e
r 

4
3
3
5
3
 C

e
d
ar

cr
e
st

 T
ra

il 
H

ar
ri

s,
 M

N
  

5
5
0
3
2
 

P
h
o
n
e
: 
 6

5
1
-6

7
4
-4

2
5
2
 

F
ax

: 
6
5
1
- 2

3
7
-1

1
9
0
 

O
n
lin

e
: 
 w

w
w

.f
is

h
la

k
e
lu

th
e
ra

n
.o

rg
  

O
ff
ic

e
 H

o
u
rs

: 
M

o
n
. -
F
ri

. 
9
:0

0
 a

.m
.–

1
:0

0
 p

.m
.  

 A
D

D
R

E
SS

 S
E
R

V
IC

E
 R

E
Q

U
E
S
T

E
D

 
 F

is
h

 L
a
k
e
 L

u
th

e
ra

n
 L

e
a
d

e
rs

h
ip

 &
 S

ta
ff

 
P
as

to
r 

 
 

 
  
  
  
  

D
al

e
 S

ti
le

s  
D

ir
e
ct

o
r 

o
f 
Y

o
u
th

 a
n
d
 F

am
ily

 M
in

is
tr

y 
  
 C

ar
ri

e
 S

ti
le

s  
A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

iv
e
 A

ss
is

ta
n
t 

 
  
  
  
  
N

ic
o
le

 L
in

d
e
r  

F
in

an
ci

al
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

o
r 

 
  
  
  
  
L
o
rr

ie
 B

au
e
r  

D
ir

e
ct

o
r 

o
f 
M

u
si

c 
M

in
is

tr
y 

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
S
is

te
r 

L
aD

o
n
n
a 

O
ls

o
n
 

P
ia

n
is

t 
 

 
 

  
  
  
  
C

in
d
y 

B
le

se
n
e
r  

W
E
L
C

A
  

 
 

  
  
  
  
B

ar
b
 S

au
e
r  

C
u
st

o
d
ia

n
s 

 
 

  
  
  
  

R
o
b
in

 G
ra

h
am

 &
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
  
  
  

T
o
m

 A
n
d
e
rs

o
n
 

  
  
  

 
  

 
 

 
  
  
  
  

C
h

u
rc

h
 C

o
u

n
c
il
 M

e
m

b
e

rs
 

N
an

cy
 B

e
n
gt

so
n
—

V
ic

e
 P

re
si

d
e
n
t 

M
ar

k
 B

le
se

n
e
r —

P
re

si
d
e
n
t  

M
ar

y 
C

ra
w

fo
rd

 
K

ri
s 

F
ai

rb
an

k
s —

Se
cr

e
ta

ry
 

T
o
m

 L
o
fb

o
o
m

 
P
e
te

 M
e
ag

h
e
r  

Jo
e
l 
Sa

n
tj
e
r 

K
e
n
t 

Sa
yl

e
r 

Ja
so

n
 W

ilk
in

g —
T

re
as

u
re

r  

The old saying goes, ―Birds of a feather, flock together.‖ 
Have you ever thought about the meaning of that phrase?  A quick Google search provided me 
with this definition: ―The phrase means that people who share common beliefs, values and morals will 
tend to feel most comfortable with each other than with people who do not share those beliefs.‖ 
 

That sounds a bit like a congregation or a community of faith, doesn‘t it?  We share common beliefs, 
values and morals, and tend to feel most comfortable with one another rather than those who do 
not share in our beliefs.  But that doesn‘t mean that we are all alike or that we all agree does it?  
Not at all!  And that‘s a good thing!  For it‘s not in our agreeing or disagreeing that we function 
best, but rather it‘s in our central commonalities and our central purpose—believers in Christ who 
want others to know Christ. 
 

How we accomplish that purpose depends on each one of us.  Here‘s another bird analogy to help 
illustrate.  Have you ever wondered why geese fly in a V formation?  Scientists at Cal Tech did.  
They put their computers and flight simulators to work and discovered the answer—flocks of 
geese form this pattern because it‘s the easiest way to fly.  The formation acts aerodynamically 
like a single wing; that is, wind drag is distributed equally across all the birds.  This in turn re-
duces drag on each individual bird.  Twenty-five geese flying together in a V can travel seventy 
percent farther than one goose flying alone.  Because the lead goose actually situates itself 
slightly behind the perfect point position of the V, the geese that follow relieve some of its wind 
drag.  It does not have to work harder than the others.  The benefit of the air flow pattern in the 
V (because it acts as a single flying wing) goes both ways.  While the lead birds pull along those 
that are behind, the followers‘ flight sends relief back up to the front! 
 

It‘s amazing, isn‘t it?  God‘s engineering is awesome!  From geese we can learn that, although we 
live in a society that promotes individualism and self-reliance, we function more effectively in com-
munity!  And like the geese, we were created by God to work together, to serve together, to encour-
age and support each other, and apparently, to stick together!  I understand also that geese mate 
for life!  That‘s why my mother and father used to always say, ―We’re like geese—we stick to-
gether!‖  So it was only appropriate I suppose, at my mother‘s burial last month, when a flying V 
of geese flew directly over the cemetery.  We all smiled, thinking that mom and dad were in-
deed, reunited once again, for life eternal.  So yes, it‘s when we cooperate and help each other to 
succeed, that we not only accomplish much, but we do it with less stress and difficulty!  It‘s 
God‘s way.  Let‘s continue to do it God‘s way in 2011. 

Birds of a Feather                                      by Pastor Dale Stiles 
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Winter Schedule 
Don’t miss all of the fun winter events happening at Fish Lake Lutheran church! 

Mark the following dates on your calendar:  
 
 

F5@5—Come play “The Fish Lake Family Feud!” 
Sunday, January 9, 5-7:00 pm 

 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 
Tuesday, January 11, 6:00 pm 

 

F55 

Wednesday, January 12, 11:00 am 
 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH/CRAFT DAY 
Saturday, January 15, BOM 8:30 am 

9-2:00 pm Craft Day 
 

“Making Sense of the Christian Faith” BOOK STUDY 
Tuesday’s, January 18, 25, February 8, 15, 22, 7-9:00 pm 

Wednesday’s, January 19, 26, February 9, 16, 23, 1-3:00 pm 
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
Thursday, January 20, 7:00 pm at the home of Paula Rehder 

 

KIDS KLUB 
Wednesday, January 19, 5-6:30 pm 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & POTLUCK 
Sunday, January 23, following worship 

 

PRIME TIME 
Tuesday, January 25, 11:00 am 

 

“FAITH 4 LIFE” 
Sr. High Bible Study, Wednesday’s, 8-9:00 pm 
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The meeting was opened by our president, Barb Sauer.  

a. The secretary's report was read and approved.  
b. The treasurer's report was read and approved. 

 

Communications-  
    a. Thank yous were received from Pathways. 
 

Old Business 
a. WELCA Sunday, December 26th, We will serve some-

thing in mint. 
b. All Graduation Quilts are lined up. 
c. A Wedding Quilt is needed for February 
d. Bread for visitors– January-Mary Kay Linder; Febru-

ary-Sharon Petit; March-Marcie Whitman; April– Vio-
let Olson; May-Ruby Dike; June-Jane Chapman; July-
Kathy Lodin. 

e. Updates on Quilt Bingo– Decided to get sponsors for 
each quilt of $100.00. Half would go to a mission. Fi-
nal decisions will be later. 

 

New Business 
    a. Discussion was made on gifts for the nursing homes. 

A motion was made and seconded to give each one 
$100.00 to be used for their Christmas Parties. They 
are Grace Point, Carstens Harbor, The Villages, Brask 
Haven, and Senior Dining Center. 

    b. A motion was made and seconded to donate a quilt 
for the emergency station. 

    c. A motion was made and seconded to donate $1,000.00 
to the General Fund. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord‘s Prayer. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Marcie Whitman, secretary 
 
 

WELCA Meeting—December 1, 2010 Balance brought Forward- 
$4,971.61 
 

Income: 
Coffee-26.50 
LCW Offering-16.00 
Food Shelf-88.23 
Block of the Month-118.37 
Bake & Craft Sale-635.00 
Pork Dinner– 1,706.00 
Total: $2,590.10 
 

Expenses:                                                        
Judy Nelson (Altar flowers, 
BOM)-65.74 
Camb. /NB Food Shelves-
188.23 
Vine & Branches– 180.00 
Nicole Linder (Pork Dinner 
table coverings)-34.25 
Kathy Lodin (cards)- 9.33 
Mary Kay Linder (pork)-185.44 
Coffee Pot Repair– 197.44 
Gas Cards– 50.00 
Cub Foods– 241.36 
Connie Smegal (pork dinner)- 
118.44 
Barb Sauer (BOM, Sams Club)-
251.81 
Coffee Pots– 203.97 
Total: $1,726.01 
 

Balance on Hand- $5,755.20 
 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_ypalM7eSBEQ/SwFC28OBLfI/AAAAAAAABSw/3NrRZgcVtrs/s1600/snowflake-clipart.gif&imgrefurl=http://clipart-for-free.blogspot.com/2009/11/snowflake-clip-art.html&usg=__gFwkaZvTsWPO7w65rVUGet2CJd0=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_ypalM7eSBEQ/SwFC28OBLfI/AAAAAAAABSw/3NrRZgcVtrs/s1600/snowflake-clipart.gif&imgrefurl=http://clipart-for-free.blogspot.com/2009/11/snowflake-clip-art.html&usg=__gFwkaZvTsWPO7w65rVUGet2CJd0=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_ypalM7eSBEQ/SwFC28OBLfI/AAAAAAAABSw/3NrRZgcVtrs/s1600/snowflake-clipart.gif&imgrefurl=http://clipart-for-free.blogspot.com/2009/11/snowflake-clip-art.html&usg=__gFwkaZvTsWPO7w65rVUGet2CJd0=
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MEMORIALS 
Fish Lake Lutheran gives many thanks for gifts received in memory of Pastor Dale‘s 
mother, Carol Stiles, from: 
 
Jerry and Karen Lodin, Tony and Marilyn Wicklund, Rick and Deb Lofboom, David and Jan 
Pape, Greg and Connie Smegal, Nancy Bengtson, Donna Walton, Noel and Sharon Petit, Mark 
and Cindy Blesener, Marcie Whitman, Walter and Marilyn Truh 
 
 
 

 

BAPTISM  
We celebrated the baptism of Henry Michael Christensen on December 12th.  
We welcome him into the Lord‘s family and take serious our promise to help nurture 
them in the Christian faith! 

FINANCIAL 
STEWARDSHIP 

WORSHIP 
ATTENDANCE 

 
 

Wednesday, December 1                   87 
Sunday, December 5                         185 
Wednesday, December 8                   87 
Sunday, December 12                       107 
Wednesday, December 15                 82 
Sunday, December 19                       215 
Wednesday, December 22                 76 
Christmas Eve, 4:00pm                     151 
Christmas Eve, 10:30pm                   122 
Sunday, December 26                         81 
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Total Income $151,169.01

Total Expenses $157,521.80

Difference ($6,352.79)

Average weekly budgeted need $3,376.00

Year-to-Date Through NOVEMBER 2010

Thank you for your faithful  
financial support and sacrifice in 2010! 
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Christopher Wren, who designed St. Paul‘s Cathe-
dral in London (one of the world‘s most beautiful 
buildings), wrote about the reactions of construc-
tion workers who were asked what they were do-

ing.  Those workers who were bored and tired responded by saying, ―I’m laying bricks‖ or 
―I’m carrying stones.‖  But one worker, who was mixing cement, seemed cheerful and en-
thusiastic about his work.  Asked what he was doing, he replied, ―I’m building a magnifi-
cent cathedral!‖ 
 
Members and Friends of Fish Lake Lutheran are going to Give again in 2011 in ways that 
never cease to amaze.  For that we are truly thankful!  
 
But being it‘s the beginning of a new year the question, ―Why do you give?‖ is important 
to ask again.  In other words, ―What is the purpose or the reason or the motivation behind your 
stewardship?‖  Are you simply laying bricks and carrying stones?  Or, are you participating 
in the building of a magnificent cathedral?  You‘ll recall from previous newsletter articles 
perhaps, the comparison to being involved or engaged.  In this case, we‘re engaged in our 
stewardship when we feel as if we are part of building a magnificent cathedral. 
 
What we all need to remember is that our stewardship—whether it be in the form of time, 
talents, or treasures—plays an incredibly important role in the building of God‘s magnifi-
cent Kingdom right here on earth.  We are to never underestimate the significance or the 
value or the importance of our gifts and what they are to accomplish in this place. 
 
Our financial gifts do not simply pay the bills—they help provide a place and programs 
that make possible powerful and life-changing ministries in our community.  Our voca-
tional gifts do simply fill a void on a given committee—they enhance the ministries of our 
congregation more fully and effectively.  Our gifts of time and energy do not simply fulfill 
an obligation—they lighten the load for our staff and provide opportunities to G.R.O.W. in 
new and formative ways. 
 
So, with this new understanding, and with a cheerful enthusiasm, we enter a new year 
knowing that all that we have to give this community of faith will help build a magnifi-
cent cathedral called The Body of Christ! 

Stewardship at Fish Lake 

Laying Bricks or Building Cathedrals? 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jones received this letter from their daughter Julie, a  
college freshman: 
 

Dear Mom and Dad, 
 I just thought I‘d drop you a note to let you know 
what‘s going on with me.  I‘ve fallen in love with a guy named Blaze.  He‘s a 
really neat guy, but he quit high school a few years ago to get married.  That 
didn‘t work out, so he got a divorce last  year.  We‘ve been going out for several 
weeks, and we‘re thinking about getting married in the fall.  Until then, I‘ve de-
cided to move into his apartment.  I think I might be pregnant.  Oh yeah, I 
dropped out of school last week so that I could get a job to help support Blaze.  
I‘m hoping I‘ll be able to finish college after we get married. 
 Mom and Dad, I just want you to know that everything I‘ve written so 
far in this letter is a lie.  None of it is true. 
 But Mom and Dad, it is true that I got a C in French and a D in Math.  
And it‘s also true that I need some more money.  Could you please send me a 
hundred dollars?  Thanks a bunch! 
 Love, 
 Julie 

 

How much would you bet that Julie received a check in the mail from her parents that 
same week!?  Why?  Because Julie played it smart didn‘t she?  She knew she could make 
bad news seem like good news if it were seen from a particular perspective. 
 

In order to understand and celebrate the many blessings that we see on a daily basis at 
Fish Lake Lutheran, it‘s important to ask ourselves, ―Where do I get my perspective on life 
each day?‖  Do you get it from the Word of God or from television, the internet, or movies?   
 

There is so much perspective offered to us in the Word of God, but if we stray from it, or 
discount it, we will continually fail to see and celebrate the good news that is happen-
ing in our lives at home, at work, at school, and at church!  As a congregation committed 
to G.R.O.W.ing in our Giving, in our Relationships, in our Outreach, and in our Worship 
again in 2011, we need to stay close to God and to His family—our brothers and sisters 
in Christ in this dear community of faith we call our church home.  If we don‘t stay 
close and committed our perspective on life will become distorted—shaped by the val-
ues of the world.  And when that happens we will fail to see the many blessings that 
are right before our eyes!  God is so good!  We are so blessed!  Remember...our view of re-
ality is always a matter of perspective, and the only perspective worth trusting—is 
God‘s.  Let‘s stay close to Him and to each other in 2011 as we continue to G.R.O.W. at 
Fish Lake! 

Vision and Mission — It’s A Matter of Perspective 
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Come eat supper, play games, 

make a craft together, and sing 

and learn about Jesus! 
 

The T.I.M. Team will be waiting for you! 
 

FOR:  K to 5th Grade 

WHEN: January 19,  

5:00pm-6:30pm 

 

COST: $3.00 

SIGN UP:  

In basement or e-mail Carrie 

Kid’s 
klub Sun. January 2—NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sun. January 9—Celebration Sunday 
Come learn about “Jonah’s Journey to 

Nineveh” and sing in worship! 
Sun. January 16—Jonah’s Journey 
Sun. January 23—Jonah’s Journey 
Sun. January 30—Jonah’s Journey 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL is from 9am-9:45am 

God’s Chimers 

 
Practice is on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30pm for all 3rd-5th Graders 

MOVIE NIGHT for K-5th GRADE 

Saturday, January 29th, 6-8:30pm 
 

Lead by the TIM Team! 
Parents take a chance to have a night out. 

 

Come watch:  “Jonah—A VeggieTales Movie” 
 

Snacks and games as well. 
 

Donations accepted to benefit the Youth Mission Trip to Denver 
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Wednesday, January 5  
Lesson 6-Freedom and a New Nation 

Wednesday, January 12 
Service Event-Check with guide for 

classes info 
Wednesday, January 19 

Lesson 7-God in a New Land 
Wednesday, January 26  

Fellowship Event-Check with guide for 
classes info 

 
 

SUMMER STRETCH 

2011 
 

Registration Deadline 
is May 9! 

 

Don’t miss the chance to spend 
your summer serving God and 
hanging out with your friends! 

 

MISSION DENVER 
 

The first meeting for the upcoming 
Youth Mission Trip to Denver, Colorado 

will be on 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23 
 

6:00—7:00pm 
Parent/Student Meeting including: 

Information on Fundraisers 
Schedule for Spring 

Time to ask questions 
 

7:00—8:00pm 
Student/Chaperone Time 

Time to get to know each other and start 
making spiritual preparation for the 

journey! 

GUITAR LESSONS 
Youth and adults of all ages are invited 

to join for an hour of guitar lessons 
Wednesdays before confirmation.  

Wednesday at 5:30pm  
No experience needed.  

Confirmation 
Retreat 

 

“God’s Top Ten” 
 

A close-up look 
at the 10 Commandments. 

 

At Lake Wapogosset Bible Camp 
in Amery, Wisconsin 

 

Saturday, January 15, 9:00am— 

Sunday, January 16, 12:00pm 

 
TIM Team—Make sure to  

confirm with Carrie that you are 
planning on being there! 

 

Faith4life 
Wednesday, 8-9pm, 9-12 graders  

Make time to dig into the  
Bible and grow your faith! 
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Fish Lake Lutheran Social Ministry Team Needs YOU!  

 

 Are you mission-minded?  Of course you are:  This is Fish Lake! 
 

The Social Mission and Ministry committee is looking for more members and offering 
yet more ways for you to be Jesus hands and feet.  If you‘re interested, please catch up 

with one of us at church or contact us at home.  Thank you!   
Sister LaDonna (651) 674-8526 or ladolson@msn.com  

Jill (651) 237-0223 or thefungustafsons@aol.com    

Thank You!    Thank You! 
 
To our Fish Lake Family, 
We would like express our deep and sincere appreciation for the gentle, comforting, 
and understanding ways you reached out to us during my mother‘s illness and passing 
at the end of November.  This entire Community of Faith was so supportive, encourag-
ing, and uplifting.  You truly were the hand of God  holding us in prayer, love and sup-
port.  Now, as mom would want it, let‘s continue to ―Go tell it on the mountain!  Over the 
hills and everywhere!‖  -Pastor Dale, Carrie, Caleb, Annica & Tobias Stiles 

  

Friends.  Fun.  Food.  Fellowship.  Faith…and Forgetfulness? 
 

Introducing… 
For those age 55 and older, you’re invited to come and “Be Refreshed” at Fish 

Lake Lutheran’s newest opportunity to G.R.O.W. in your Relationships 
and Outreach – F55! 
 
F55 is based on our already successful ministry opportunity called F5 
which celebrates Faith, Family, Friends, Food and Fellowship!  F55 
will celebrate all of those and more! 
 
F55 will meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month for a potluck and 

program.  The program will begin at 11:00am followed with a potluck lunch.  On January 12 we 
will be playing games for the program and a schedule of upcoming months/dates and program-
ming will be handed out then. 
 
This opportunity is open to all friends and members of Fish Lake Lutheran over the age of 55.  In-
vite a friend and we’ll see you there!  Please contact Pr. Dale for more information or for program-
ming ideas/suggestions. 

55 F 
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 òMaking Sense of the Christian Faithó 

 

A Book Study! 
 

Tuesdays, January 18, 25; and February 8, 15, 22  

7:00pmñ9:00pm 
 

Wednesdays, January 19, 26; and February 9, 16, 23 

1:00pmñ3:00pm 
 

This is the sequel to the very popular Making Sense of Scripture, 
book that we studied this past Fall at Fish Lake Lutheran.  David Lose's Making Sense of 
the Christian Faith is written in the same conversational, accessible, and thought-
provoking style. This time the topic is theology, as David introduces readers to seven 
central doctrines of the Christian faith, taking them up in the order of the Biblical narra-
tive: creation, sin, covenant & community, incarnation, atonement, church & Holy Spirit, and 
eschatology.  

Books can be purchased in the church basement along with a sign up to participate. 
The same study will offered on Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  Youõre welcome to come 

to either one at any time.  As always, invite a friend! 

 

Nominating Committee  
The Fish Lake Lutheran Nominating Committee is currently seeking names to place on 
the election ballot for our annual meeting in January.  
 
Position openings this year include: 
3-three year terms, 1-two year term on church council; 3-three year terms on the Ceme-

tery Board; 1-three year term on the Audit Committee;  1-one year term for Head 

Usher; 1-three year terms on the Nominating Committee.  
 
If you would like to find out more about these positions or have an interest in being 
nominated for any of them, please contact anyone on the Nominating Committee (Rob 
Anderson, Jenny Niedzielski, Katie Santjer) or Pastor Dale. Thank you! 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & POTLUCK 
All confirmed and voting members of Fish Lake Lutheran Church are invited to take 
part in the annual business meeting of the congregation at approximately 11:30am in 
the sanctuary on Sunday, January 23, 2011. Regular items of business always include 

reports, elections, and approval of a budget. It's always a 
good opportunity as well, to reflect on what God has been do-
ing at Fish Lake Lutheran in the past year and what God 
might be calling or challenging us to do in 2011.  As usual, a 
pot-luck lunch will be served immediately following the 
meeting in the church basement.  It's delicious every year!  
Written annual reports will be made available by Sunday, 
January 16th.  

 

2011 Offering Envelopes 
To save on the large expense of shipping, please pick up your offering envelopes from 
the table in the basement. If you are going to be visiting a member who has not or can-
not pick up their envelopes please feel free to deliver them! If, for some reason, you do 
not see your envelopes please call Nicole in the office or drop her a note. Thank you! 
 

New Member Orientation and Reception with guest 
preacher, Bishop Peter Rogness 
The orientation will be on Tuesday, January 11 at 6:00pm with the reception being on 
Sunday, January 23, at 10:00am.  Please contact Pr. Dale or the church office if you plan 
on joining Fish Lake at that time.  We are pleased to have Bishop Rogness from the St. 
Paul Area Synod, scheduled to preach again on this exciting day at Fish Lake Lutheran! 
 

Safety Committee Members Needed 
We will be organizing a safety committee to address any safety needs and concerns of 
the church as they arise.  The committee would meet on an as needed basis.  Anyone 
who is interested please talk to Joel Santjer or Pastor Stiles. 
 

A Thank You from Family Pathways 
We truly thank you for the donation of 38 pounds of food in November. We are very 
busy this holiday season and it helps tremendously! We appreciate your continued 
support o four food pantry. It is greatly needed and appreciated. Thanks again! 
~Lori Daman, North Branch Coordinator Family Pathways 

JANUARY 23 
CONGRE 
GATIONAL 
MEETING 
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Introducing Fish Lake Lutheranõs newé 

PLAY ôN PRAY! 
A weekly opportunity for grown-ups and 
their young ones to gather for fellowship, 
prayer, and of course—playing!   This will 
be a wonderful outlet for parents to share 
advice, ideas, prayer concerns, and to 
G.R.O.W. in Relationships at Fish Lake! 
 

Please come once a week to play and pray with your little ones!   
 
It all starts on Thursday, January 13 from 9-11am.   
All ages of grown-ups and children are welcome and of course, yummy snacks will be  
provided! 
 

If you have any questions, or want to get involved in any way, please feel free to con-
tact Maggie Hubbling by phone, 763-219-0195 or email, mhubbling@yahoo.com.  You 
can also find her on Facebook! 

FAMILY  ·  FRIENDS   ·   FOOD   ·   FUN   
·   FAITH  

 

Come test your skills at 

WHEEL OF FORTUNE 
Sunday,  January 9th, 5-7pm 

 
Come enjoy Spaghetti supper 

and bring a salad, side,  
or dessert to share. 

 
 

We will end by worshiping together. 
 
 

All ages invited for all of the ―F’s‖ of F5! 

December‘s Council Meeting was held on Tuesday, December 7, 2010 
 

Present for Meeting:  Mark Blesener, Tom Lofboom, Nancy Bengtson, Kris Fairbanks, Pas-
tor Dale, Pete Meagher, Jason Wilking 
 

Affirmations:  Thanks to the following:  Noel and Sharon Petit for organizing the Vespers 
concert; Judy Nelson for decorating the church for Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas; 
Todd Fairbanks, Eric Linder and Tom Anderson for setting up the Christmas tree; To all 
who have helped shovel at the church and donated salt/grit, especially Tom Janssen, Bill 
Young, Todd Fairbanks, Mark Gerard, and Mark Knutson. 
 

Pastorõs Report:  Wonderful attendance at mid-week worship services and soup suppers; 
―Making Sense of Scripture‖ bible study had great involvement; A new book study on 
―Making Sense of the Christian Faith‖ will begin after the holidays; Words of gratitude for 
the love, support and encouragement during Pastor Dale‘s mother‘s illness and death; 
Bishop Rogness will preach on Sunday January 23rd at the New Member Reception. 
 

Old Business:  Waiting for the cross to be done in order to use the lift to fix lights in the 
parking lot.  The maple trees in the church yard will be removed in January and three new 
trees will be planted in the spring. 
 

New Business:  A list of inactive members was reviewed.  A motion was made and sec-
onded to send the approved letter to those on the list to determine if they would like to re-
main members of Fish Lake.  After this process, the membership roster will be amended to 
reflect any changes. 
 

Committee Reports: 
WELCA:  Working on five graduation quilts. 
Property:  One stain glass window left to be repaired. Dedication ceremony will be planned 
after the project is complete. 
Social Ministry:  Giving Tree was December‘s Mission of the Month.  The committee will 
create a new schedule for 2011. 
Christian Education: Christmas program is Dec 19th; Summer mission trip only has 10 
openings left. 
 

Secretaryõs Report:  Approved as written. 
Financial Report:  Approved as written. Budget proposal prepared by the Executive Com-
mittee will be presented at the Annual Meeting. 
 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord‘s Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted, Kris Fairbanks 

Church Council Minutes—December 7, 2010 
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Quilt Bingo Stories 
(Winners at the Quilt Bingo were asked to share how their quilt would be used and 

where it would end up.  Here are some stories that have been sent back to us.) 
 

 
Quilt #2, Set IIIð Stained Glass 

 

I heard the bingo caller announce ‗B-13‘, I covered the square on my card. At the same 
time, I was thinking to myself, ―I never win at these things; just remember the money is for a 
good cause.‖ Slowly it dawned on me; I had five in a row. WOW! OH MY GOSH! YOUR 
KIDDING! It took me a couple seconds to call out ―BINGO‖ as I was still in shock. Al-
though all the quilts were beautiful, I chose ―Stained Glass.‖ I loved the eye catching, 
vibrant colors. The quilt was a perfect size to snuggle under while watching TV.  
 

Driving home to Lino Lakes with my mother and husband, I started to fret. ―Would my 
kids like my new quilt?‖ ―What if they didn’t?‖ ―Did I care?‖ I decided to wait until Sunday 
to use the beautiful quilt. I was just too tired to listen and watch the youngest girl com-
plain as I tried to relax.  
 

Sunday morning I sat down in my glider rocker to watch the old western classic ―The 
Virginian.‖ My little girl watched as I took the quilt out of the blue plastic bag. With 
trepidation, I put the blanket over my lap and told her it was our ―new bankie.‖ Bewil-
dered, she just stood and stared at me with her big, green eyes. Time stood still as the 
clock slowly ticked away for the next few minutes. Finally, she crawled into my lap. 
After another minute or two, she laid her head down and went to sleep. I could barely 
hear my show over the sounds of her purr. Sasha, my youngest, was content. 
 

You see, I tell everyone I have five children; two adult daughters, one ―almost adult‖ 
son, and two cats. Six… if you count my husband. 
 

Later that day, my other cat Jazzy came and sat on my lap. It was then I knew I had 
picked the perfect quilt.- Carolyn Bernfeld 
 

 
Quilt #1, Set IIð Mystery Batik 

 

I was visiting my sister-in-law in North Branch and we decided to go play Quilt Bingo. 
What a fun day! I am using the quilt for my bed in my Redwing home. After searching 
for the right bedskirt to go with it, it looks terrific!  Thank you! -Carol Gustafson 
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MISSION 
2011 

 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

DENVER, COLORADO 
 

Take your eyes off the scenic landscape and you’ll find a large homeless population in 
Denver and many people, both young and old, struggling with poverty. Our group can 
be the hands and feet of Christ to these individuals through our ministry to the 
homeless, participation in children’s programs and outreach to the elderly. 

WHEN: July 22—July 30, 2011 

$75 non-refundable/non-transferable deposit 

       To answer questions or find out more information,  
 see the brochure or ask Carrie Stiles. 

Are you a family in need of some financial assistance, 
or do know of a family that is? 

Members of Fish Lake Lutheran volunteer their time at the Shalom Thrift Store in  
Cambridge; because of the generosity of  their time, Fish Lake Lutheran receives  

funds each month to help families with financial struggles.  
Shalom also donates $10 vouchers to Fish Lake Lutheran to give to 

families who are struggling financially to be used at the Shalom store. 
 

Please contact Pastor Dale or the church office if you, or someone you know, 
could benefit from either one or both of these services.  

Only 10 

spots left! 
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"I have to get used to being part of a project where 
there are so many people working together to get 
something done!" 
 

Many of you spent part of the month of December sending out or reading those Christ-
mas letters where your family and friends send Christmas cheer and take time to recap 
their year. In the Spirit of the "Christmas Letter" I would like to take a minute to share 
the above comment because I think it really sums up the year for the children, youth, 
and Family Ministries of Fish Lake.  This comment was made in thankfulness for a par-
ticular event this year, but I believe it really captures one of the strengths of Fish Lake 
Lutheran.  As the body of Christ and community working together, it is hard to find 
something that is happening throughout the church where there is not a group of peo-
ple working together.  

 
Why is this the case? What is it that brings out this sense of community working for a 
common purpose? While it might be easy to talk about what great members we have at 
Fish Lake (which we really do) I believe that the overriding factor can be found in the 
words of Paul in the book of Romans: "We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose." -Romans 8:28 

 
Above all, as a community we are working together out of our love of God and our de-
sire to follow the purpose of God in our lives. It is this love that is seen in the children 
as they told us the story of the baby before Christmas, the adults that work with them, 
in the families working and playing together at F5 and the LONG list of adults and stu-
dent leaders whose time and energy is inspired by a love of God and the purpose of 
passing that love on to others. Look around you this month.  Where do you see the love 
of God shining through those working, playing, and gathering in the community of 
Fish Lake Lutheran? 

  
A special thanks to Holly DeCosse, Jill Gustafson, Sue Kane, and Jamie Wilking for all that 
they put into the Sunday School Christmas program.   

 

God is working through and in you! 
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Many of you have seen and heard the young girls who play hand chimes on Celebration 
Sundays.  These girls, grades 3-5, are so enthusiastic and excited that they can provide 
special music for the worship service!   What a joy it is for me and Cindy, Connie and 
Laurie to help direct and guide their musical experience.  They have come such a long 
way this year and I want to tell you about a major breakthrough. 
 
You see, when they are playing the hand chimes and following their specific notes they 
are concentrating very hard to make sure the chime is rung on the right beat in the right 
measure.   They are each so focused on their own notes that they often don‘t have a clue 
what another player is doing.  It takes a lot of practice to eventually begin to hear how 
all of the notes fit together to make a complete song.   At our last practice after playing 
our song several times there was an ―ah ha‖ moment, a sudden awakening in one of the 
players when she burst out, ―I know this song – it’s a Christmas song!‖ 
 
I can‘t help but compare this to our Christian journey here at Fish Lake. 
We each travel our individual paths sometimes without realizing that our lives are con-
nected to each other and together we are the body of Christ at work in the world.  We 
each have a part to play and to practice.   Together our parts form a beautiful piece, and 
we are better at our parts when we see the connection – when we notice the wonderful 
music that we are making together!    
 
Paraphrasing from Paul,  ―We are all individual notes, yet one song.  Can the A say to the B 
flat we have no need of you?  Can an f sharp fill in for a D sharp?   Of course not!  So then let us 
each play the notes that we were given and by doing so build up the body of Christ.‖    

Then with practice we can recognize the importance of each person‘s part and see how 
all the parts come together to form music for God‘s glory. Then we can each say, ―I know 
this song!‖ 

I welcome your comments and 
questions.  
 
Reach me at ladolson@msn.com.  
I am also available for spiritual 
direction/companionship. 

A Message From Sister LaDonna 

mailto:ladolson@msn.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 2nd Sunday after Christ-

mas Holy Communion 

 

No Sunday School 

3 4 

 

5 WELCA 9:00 am 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

Faith4Life Senior High 

Bible Study 8-9 pm  

6 3 1 

 

 

 

8 

 9 Baptism of our Lord 

 

F5@5 5:00 pm 

10 11 

 

New Member Ori-

entation 6:00 pm 

12 

F55 11:00 am 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

Faith4Life Senior High 

Bible Study 8-9 pm  

13 9:30 am Breakfast 

with Debbie @ Joe’s on 

Main Street in North 

Branch 

 

Play & Pray Group–  

9-11 am 

10 

 

15 

Block of the Month  

8:30 am  

Craft Day 9-2:00 pm  

 

Confirmation Retreat to 

Camp WAPO 

16 2nd Sunday after the 

Epiphany Holy Commun-

ion 

 

Confirmands return from 

Camp WAPO 

 
Vine & Branches items due 

17 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day  

Church Office Closed 

18 

 

―Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith‖ Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

19 ―Making Sense of 

the Christian Faith‖ 

Book Study—1-3 pm 

Kids Klub 5:00 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

Faith4Life Senior High 

Bible Study 8-9 pm  

20 

 

Ladies Night Out @ 

the home of Paula 

Rehder 7:00 pm 

21 22 

 

 

  

23  3rd Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

WELCA Food Shelf  

Sunday-bring donations! 

Reception of New 

Members (during wor-

ship) 

Annual Meeting follow-

ing worship 

24 

 

25 

 

11:00 am Prime Time 

 

―Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith‖ Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

26 ―Making Sense of 

the Christian Faith‖ 

Book Study—1-3 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

Faith4Life Senior High 

Bible Study 8-9 pm  

27 

 

28 29 

 

Movie Nightð Parents 

Night Out 6-8:30 pm 

30 4th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

 

 31 

 

  

 

 

    

January 2011 

Ushers 

2nd Rick & Deb Lofboom 
9th Doug & Judy Danson, Tony Yelle, Riley 

Karpen 
16th Doug & Carrie Mlinar 
23rd  Roy & Lenore Samplawski,  
 Tristan Strohecker 

30th Roy & Lenore Samplawski 
 

Acolytes 

2nd Caleb Stiles & Zack Douglas 
9th   
16th  
23rd Bailey Murawski & Kendra Lovin 
30th  
 

Offering Counters 
2nd Rick & Debbie Lofboom, and 
 Cindy Blesener  
9th Joel & Katie Santjer, Mary Kay Linder  
16th Julie Osborne, Jami Wilking,   
 and Wendy Norling 
23rd Nancy Bengtson, Nicci Elmer, and 
 Mary Crawford 
30th Kent Sayler, Pete Meagher, and  
 Mark Blesener 
 

Coffee Hosts 

2nd Linder/Fairbanks Families 
9th Sunday School-Deb Robinson, Rick & 

Amy Johnson, Eric & Jill Gustafson 
16th   
23rd   WELCA 
30th Leap of Faith– Scott & Carol Douglas, 

Dan & Kelli Klein, Denny & Jenny 
Niedzielski 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
   9:00 a.m. Adult Ed  

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:00 a.m. Worship  

Refreshments and fellowship 
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3 4 
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Faith4Life Senior High 

Bible Study 8-9 pm  

6 3 1 
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Main Street in North 
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9-11 am 

10 

 

15 

Block of the Month  

8:30 am  

Craft Day 9-2:00 pm  

 

Confirmation Retreat to 

Camp WAPO 

16 2nd Sunday after the 

Epiphany Holy Commun-

ion 

 

Confirmands return from 

Camp WAPO 

 
Vine & Branches items due 

17 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day  

Church Office Closed 

18 

 

―Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith‖ Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

19 ―Making Sense of 

the Christian Faith‖ 

Book Study—1-3 pm 

Kids Klub 5:00 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

Faith4Life Senior High 

Bible Study 8-9 pm  

20 

 

Ladies Night Out @ 

the home of Paula 

Rehder 7:00 pm 

21 22 

 

 

  

23  3rd Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

WELCA Food Shelf  

Sunday-bring donations! 

Reception of New 

Members (during wor-

ship) 

Annual Meeting follow-

ing worship 

24 

 

25 

 

11:00 am Prime Time 

 

―Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith‖ Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

26 ―Making Sense of 

the Christian Faith‖ 

Book Study—1-3 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

Faith4Life Senior High 

Bible Study 8-9 pm  

27 

 

28 29 

 

Movie Nightð Parents 

Night Out 6-8:30 pm 

30 4th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

 

 31 

 

  

 

 

    


