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Innovation and Tradition - A Message from Pastor Dale 
 

At our congregational annual meeting on Sunday, January 23rd, as part of my spoken  
ministry report, I invited those in attendance to share an experience of faith they had at Fish 
Lake Lutheran in 2010.  Among several responses was one that has resonated with me since.  
LaDonna Olson shared how she was thankful for experiences she’s had here that remind 
her and show her that we are a congregation rooted in tradition, yet willing to try, and em-
brace, new ideas.   
 

What LaDonna was referring to is what could be described as a polarity. 
In an article I read on the Alban Institute website, defined, a polarity is a pair of truths that are 
interdependent.  Neither truth stands alone.  They compliment each other.  Many congrega-
tions often find themselves in power struggles over the two poles of a polarity.  Both sides 
believe strongly that if they are right, their opponents  must be wrong.  This is classic 
―either/or‖ thinking—either we are right or they are right—and we know we are right!   
 

Thankfully, I don’t see much of that kind of thinking at Fish Lake Lutheran.  We have been 
good at preserving our core identity and ideology over the past 145 years haven’t we?  We’ve 
managed the polarity of tradition and innovation pretty well I must say—which is only rein-
forced in an experience of faith like LaDonna shared at our annual meeting.   
 

By properly managing this polarity between tradition and innovation we can continue to be a 
congregation that feels familiar and comfortable, while celebrating new energy and perspectives.  
By properly managing this polarity between tradition and innovation we can continue to be a 
congregation that honors the richness of our past while responding faithfully to present realities 
and future possibilities.  By properly managing this polarity between tradition and innovation 
we can celebrate that we are time tested, safe, recognizable, and predictable while, at the same 
time, viewing diversity, change, and risk as signs of congregational health! 
 

We are a thriving congregation.  And thriving congregations manage to celebrate and sup-
port both tradition and innovation.  When this happens, tradition becomes a platform for in-
novation, and innovation helps sustain tradition.  It’s the life-cycle of a congregation.  Thanks 
be to God! 

February 2011 

A Monthly Newsletter of  Fish Lake Lutheran Church 
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Winter Schedule 
Don’t miss all of the fun winter events happening at Fish Lake Lutheran church! 

Mark the following dates on your calendar:  
 

Youth Sunday and “Souper Bowl of Caring” 
Sunday, February 6, 10:00am 

 

MOVIE THEATER LOCK-IN CHAPERONE TRAINING 
Tuesday, February 8, 6-7:00 pm 

F55 

Wednesday, February 9, 11:00 am 
 

Movie Night– Parents Night Out! 
Friday, February 11, 6-8:30 pm 

 

F5@5 
Sunday, February 13, 5:00 pm 

 

KIDS KLUB 
Wednesday, February 16, 5-6:30 pm 

 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH/CRAFT DAY 
Saturday, February 19, BOM 8:30 am 

9-2:00 pm Craft Day 
 

MOVIE THEATER LOCK-IN  
Friday, February 18, 11:30 pm– 6:00 am 

 

“Making Sense of the Christian Faith” BOOK STUDY 
Tuesday’s, January 18, 25, February 8, 15, 22, 7-9:00 pm 

Wednesday’s, January 19, 26, February 9, 16, 23, 1-3:00 pm 
 

PRIME TIME 
Tuesday, February 22, 11:00 am 

 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
Thursday, February 24, 7:00 pm at the home of Carrie Stiles 

PAGE 2 PAGE 19 

 

 

 
The meeting was opened by our president, Barb Sauer.  

a. The secretary's report was read and approved.  
b. The treasurer's report was read and approved. 

 

Communications-  
    a. Thank yous were read from the Jane Chapman family, 
Pastor Dale for the gift to the church for $1,000.00, Chisago 
County Senior Center, and Family Pathways. 
 

Old Business 
a. WELCA Sunday, Pot-luck, January 23. 
b. Quilts– we will complete four baby quilts today– 2 boys 

and 2 girls. We need a wedding quilt for February. 
Graduation quilts are in the process– need 5. 

c. Global Health Hospice Kits are ready today. 3 complete 
kits: 31 wash rags, 4 combs, 180 band aids, 26+ bars of 
soap, 15 sm. Shampoo, 2 Vaseline, 8 body lotion, 14 
towels, 3 nail clippers, 6 toothbrushes, 6 devotional 
books, 2 pr gloves, 6 bath gel, 7 dental floss, 57 soap, 85 
hats, 121 washcloths, 49 shirts, 54 blankets, 3 towels. 

d. Bread for visitors– January-Mary Kay Linder; February-
Sharon Petit;  

e. Updates– Block of the Month– Jan 15th, 8:30am. Ceiling 
fan for kitchen– Chris Yelle is evaluating feasibility. 
Quilt Bingo– we have 13 quilts in various stages. 

 

New Business 
    a. Review B.O.M income 
    b. Feb. meeting– talk about Block of the Month Christmas 

Quilt and sponsorship. 
 
Next meeting will be Feb. 2, 2011, 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Marcie Whitman, secretary 
 

WELCA Meeting—December 1, 2010 Balance brought Forward- 
$5,835.11 
 

Income: 
Coffee-32.00 
LCW Offering-11.00 
Food Shelf-62.60 
Block of the Month-90.00 
Cook Books-40.00 
Total: $235.60 
 

Expenses:                                                        
General Fund-1,000.00 
Camb. /NB Food Shelves-
162.60 
Grace Point Nursing– 100.00 
The Villages– 100.00 
Brask Haven Nursing– 100.00 
North Branch Senior Center– 
100.00 
Carstens Harbor– 100.00 
BOM breakfast– 63.35 
Synod– 56.86 
BOM Fabric– 322.69 
Cub– 74.87 
Stamps– 26.40 
FDIC charge– .50 
Total: $2,207.27 
 

Balance on Hand- $3,863.44 
 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_ypalM7eSBEQ/SwFC28OBLfI/AAAAAAAABSw/3NrRZgcVtrs/s1600/snowflake-clipart.gif&imgrefurl=http://clipart-for-free.blogspot.com/2009/11/snowflake-clip-art.html&usg=__gFwkaZvTsWPO7w65rVUGet2CJd0=
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_ypalM7eSBEQ/SwFC28OBLfI/AAAAAAAABSw/3NrRZgcVtrs/s1600/snowflake-clipart.gif&imgrefurl=http://clipart-for-free.blogspot.com/2009/11/snowflake-clip-art.html&usg=__gFwkaZvTsWPO7w65rVUGet2CJd0=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/_thumbs/pd/weather/snowflake_lg.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart_pd/weather/blackandwhite1.html&usg=__EfDKbFXklm5_n73HInoLNHIata4=&h=372&w=400&sz=68&hl=en&start=6&um=1&tbnid=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/_thumbs/pd/weather/snowflake_lg.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart_pd/weather/blackandwhite1.html&usg=__EfDKbFXklm5_n73HInoLNHIata4=&h=372&w=400&sz=68&hl=en&start=6&um=1&tbnid=


 

IN MEMORIAL 
Fish Lake Lutheran Church sincerely appreciates gifts received from: 

Leah Reynolds in memory of her dad, John. Mike & Sue Hughes in memory of Harry 
Fleming. James & Nancy Phillips, Joanne & Hugh Phillips, Donna Walton, Marcie Whit-
man, Mark & Cindy Blesener, Mike & Mary Kay Linder, Greg & Connie Smegal, Dean & 

Penny Sibik, Phillip & Valborg Ellingson, Rick & Deb Lofboom, Jack & Julie Osborne, 
Richard & Mary Davis, Noel & Sharon Petit, Marvel Anderson, Jane Chapman in mem-
ory of Clarence Chapman. Todd & Teena Ramberg in memory of Harry Bell. Donna Bern-
hagen in memory of her Aunt Betty Penner and her daughter (Donna’s cousin) Melodee 

Lieker. Rev. Conrad & Susan Warner in memory of Evelyn Anderson. 
 

IN HONOR OF 
Fish Lake Lutheran gives many thanks for gifts received in honor of: 

Addie Fleming from Mike & Sue Hughes, Lolly Lakeberg from Scott & Dorothy Lakeberg, 
and The Hilber Grandchildren. 

 

BAPTISM  
We celebrated the baptism of Stella Rose Sawyer on January 9th  

and Ethan Michael Hanson on January 30th. 
We welcome them into the Lord’s family and take serious our promise to help nurture 

them in the Christian faith! 
 

FUNERAL  
We share in the sorrow of the family of Clarence Leroy Chapman whose funeral was on 
Saturday, January 8. May the support of family and friends, and the promise of the res-

urrection to eternal life, be a source of comfort and hope in this time of grief. 

FINANCIAL 
STEWARDSHIP 

WORSHIP 
ATTENDANCE 

 
 

Sunday, January 2                         95 
Sunday, January 9                        117 
Sunday, January 16                        69 
Sunday, January 23                      162 
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Total Income 171, 841.61

Total Expenses $169,466.01

Difference $2,375.60

Average weekly budgeted need $3,376.00

Year-to-Date Through DECEMBER 2010

Thank you for your faithful  
financial support and sacrifice in 2010! 
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A little girl wanted to become a great pianist, but all 
she could play on the piano was the simple little tune, 
"Chopsticks." No matter how hard she tried, that was 
the best she could do. Her parents decided after some 
time to arrange for a great maestro to teach her to 
play properly. Of course, the little girl was delighted.  
 

When the little girl and her parents arrived at the 
maestro's mansion for the first lesson, they were es-
corted by the butler into the parlor, where they saw a 
beautiful concert grand piano. Immediately, the little 
girl dashed over to the piano and began playing 
"Chopsticks." Her embarrassed parents started across 

the room to tell her to stop, but as she played, the maestro entered the room and 
encouraged the little girl to continue.  
 

The maestro then took a seat on the piano bench next to the little girl, listening to 
her play. After a moment he began to play along with her, adding chords, runs, 
and arpeggios. The little girl continued to play "Chopsticks." The parents couldn't 
believe their ears. They were hearing a beautiful piano duet, played by their 
daughter and the maestro, and amazingly enough, the central theme of it was still 
"Chopsticks."  

 

At times you may feel like you're a nobody, that you will never accomplish great things. 
But think of that little girl. All she could play was "Chopsticks." Nobody wanted to hear 
"Chopsticks." It was an embarrassment to her parents and annoying to everyone else. Yet 
the maestro encouraged her to keep on playing.  
 

God knows what you can do. He created you with gifts and talents and has called you to 
be good stewards of them.  Sure, compared to some people's abilities, your gifts and tal-
ents may seem like "Chopsticks" - not very original and not very spectacular. But God 
says, "Keep on playing—and make some room on the piano bench for Me."  
 

At Fish Lake Lutheran we’ve seen it over and over again—as faithful stewards of our 
gifts and talents, God has been able to take what sometimes seemingly little we have to 
offer and turn it into something beautiful and abundant for Him.  God continually sits 
down next to us and encourages us to keep on playing!  Isn’t it wonderful?  God is good! 

Stewardship at Fish Lake—God says, ―Keep On Playing!” 
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It was again apparent on Sunday, January 23, that we are literally G.R.OW.ing at Fish 
Lake!  Thirty-two new members were received into this community of faith during  
worship.  Ten new families have decided to make Fish Lake Lutheran their new church 
home like so many other families have done before them.  Yea God! 
 

But what’s important to note is that yes, literally we are G.R.O.W.ing in numbers, but 
that kind of growth is in direct correlation to spiritual growth.  New members have 
made it clear when they decide to join that it’s because they have already begun to 
G.R.OW. in their faith and relationship with God while attending or being involved 
here.  This is wonderful!  This is what the church is about—spreading the Word of God 
and then discipling others into a relationship with God.  We do that well here at Fish 
Lake Lutheran don’t we? 
 

Another benefit to our congregation as a whole when we receive new members is that 
all are reminded of the expectations that God and Fish Lake Lutheran has of us.  That 
being a disciple (member) of Christ’s Church does involve commitment and accountability 
as well as blessings and rewards.  Here is how that is worded at every new member  
reception at Fish Lake Lutheran as the new members are addressed. 
 

We have expectations of you and you of us.  We expect that in every way: 
 You will strive to become a responsive, responsible member of Fish Lake 

Lutheran Church as you daily strive to become a more acceptable Child of 
God.  This means that; 

 We expect to find you at worship and at the Lord’s table with us regularly; 
and that you; 

 Will take part in our education program; 
 That you will be open to involvements in our servant forms of ministry in 

and beyond this congregation; 
 That you will assume a leadership role in the congregation when possible; 
 And that you will set aside a responsible portion of your income for the fi-

nancial support of our ministry in and beyond our local area. 
 

You may expect of us, your fellow members, 
 That we will provide you with every feasible opportunity for spiritual, per-

sonal, and social growth.  To facilitate this; 
 We will share with you, all of our congregation’s resources:  material, hu-

man, and divine.  
 In your times of decision and stress, you may expect us to be by your side. 

Vision and “Expectation” at Fish Lake Lutheran Church 
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Come eat supper, play games, 

make a craft together, and sing 

and learn about Jesus! 
 

The T.I.M. Team will be waiting for you! 
 

FOR:  K to 5th Grade 

WHEN: February 16th 

5:00pm-6:30pm 

 

COST: $3.00 

SIGN UP:  

In basement or e-mail Carrie 

Kid’s 
klub Sun. Feb 6 – Jonah’s Journey to Ninevah 

Sun. Feb 13 – CELEBRATION SUNDAY 
Come sing and begin to learn about Jesus 

Journey into the Wilderness 
Sun. Feb 20 –  Jesus Journey into the 
   Wilderness 
Sun. Feb 27 – Jesus Journey into the 
   Wilderness 

SUNDAY SCHOOL is from 9am-9:45am 

God’s Chimers 

 
Practice is on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30pm for all 3rd-5th Graders 

MOVIE NIGHT for K-5th GRADE 

Friday, February 11th, 6-8:30pm 
 

Lead by the TIM Team! 
Parents take a chance to have a night out. 

 

Come watch:  “Jonah—A VeggieTales Movie” 
 

Snacks and games as well. 
 

Donations accepted to benefit the Youth Mission Trip to Denver 
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Wednesday, February 2  
Lesson 8-Listen, God is Calling 

Wednesday, February 9 
Service Event 

Wednesday, February 16  
Lesson 9-David and Solomon 

Wednesday, February 23 
Fellowship Event at Church 

 
 

 
 

SUMMER 

STRETCH 

2011 

Registration Deadline 
is May 9! 

 

Don’t miss the chance to spend 
your summer serving God and 
hanging out with your friends! 

 
North Branch Movie Theatre 

Friday, February 18 
11:30pm-6:00am 

 
For all 6-12th Graders 
Bring Your Friends! 

 

$30 
($35 after February 16 sign-up deadline) 

 

Movies, popcorn, pizza, 

games, karaoke, and 

more! 

MISSION 

DENVER 

Meeting for all 
Mission Trippers  

 

Sunday, February 20th, 6:30pm  

GUITAR LESSONS 
Youth and adults of all ages 

are invited to join for an 
hour of guitar lessons 

Wednesdays before 
confirmation.   

Wednesdays at 5:30pm  
No experience needed.  
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 You may expect us to want to be with you, in your times of celebration and 
joy. 

 From our pastor you may expect sincere preaching, informed teaching, and 
a willingness to listen and share. 

 What we give you as fellow members, is our trust – and ask for yours in re-
turn. 

 
And do you, the continuing members of Fish Lake Lutheran Church, who have 
now been reminded of your responsibilities, accept these persons as your fellow 
members? 

 
If so, answer:  ―We do with joy!‖ 

 

We take our vision and expectations seriously here at Fish Lake Lutheran don’t we? 
It shows.  When everyone, long-time member and new member, pitches in and does 
their part to make Christ known in our congregation and  community—by doing 
what’s expected as a disciple of Jesus, we do literally—and spiritually—G.R.O.W. at Fish 
Lake! 

Vision and “Expectation” at Fish Lake Lutheran Church (cont’d) 

The following new members were received into our Fish Lake Lutheran 
Community of Faith on Sunday, January 23, 2011. 

 
Faith Handt; Marcus Robinson, Madi Handt, Gail Handt 

Trent and Jennifer Kroschel; Ashleigh, Amelia, Emmitt 
Julie Pilz; Katie, Jake, Nick, Michael, Zack, Kristi  

Kirk and Diane Solberg; Matthew, Nicholas 
Bill and Kelly Anderson; Nels, Keira 

Brian and Maggie Hubbling; Josie 
Joseph and Stephanie Hughes 

Clarke and Mary Street 
Kelly Heinzman 

Arne Ricke 
 

Next new member reception will be on Rally Sunday, September 11.  Spread the word! 
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 “Making Sense of the Christian Faith” 

 

A Book Study! 
 

Tuesdays, February 8, 15, 22  

7:00pm—9:00pm 
 

Wednesdays, February 9, 16, 23 

1:00pm—3:00pm 
 

This is the sequel to the very popular Making Sense of Scripture, book that we studied 
this past Fall at Fish Lake Lutheran.  David Lose's Making Sense of the Christian Faith is 
written in the same conversational, accessible, and thought-provoking style. This time 
the topic is theology, as David introduces readers to seven central doctrines of the 
Christian faith, taking them up in the order of the Biblical narrative: creation, sin, cove-
nant & community, incarnation, atonement, church & Holy Spirit, and eschatology.  

Books can be purchased in the church basement along with a sign up to participate. 
The same study will offered on Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  You’re welcome to come 

to either one at any time.  As always, invite a friend! 

LIVING your STRENGTHS 

 

 

 
  

Once again Fish Lake Lutheran is offering a two-week 
course on the “Living Your Strengths” book based on 
The Strengthsfinder 2.0 book that is popular in many 
corporate and work settings. 
 

Living Your Strengths is a course, led by Sr. LaDonna 
Olson, that will identify your top five strengths and 
how to best use them in our community of faith, at 
home, at school, and at work.  You can purchase the book in the church basement.   
Included in the book is a code you will need to take the online strength assessment. 
 

We will meet Sunday mornings, February 6 & 13, at 9:00am 
in the church basement. 
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Lake Wapogasset 
Lutheran Bible Camp 

Camp Registrations Located on Bulletin Board and in Office 
 

YOUTH CAMP 
Sunday, July 10—Friday, July 15 

Completed 4-8th Grade Camp 
$355    $100 non-refundable deposit due March 6 

 

SEEDS CAMP 
Friday, July 8—Sunday, July 10 

Completed 2nd-3rd Grade Camp 
$105    $105 non-refundable deposit due March 6 

 

T.I.M. Team CAMP 
9th-12th Grade Leadership Team 

Friday, July 8—Friday July 15 
 

Talk to Carrie or Pastor Dale for an application for  
Fish Lake Lutheran TIM Team 

“SOUPER BOWL” OF CARING 
 

on Sunday, February 6 
 

Fish Lake Lutheran’s Youth will be leading the  
worship service and collecting monetary and food  

donations for North Branch and Cambridge Food Shelves. 
 

On this Sunday, we will be joining thousands of schools, 
congregations, and community organizations in a nation-
wide movement that will help tackle hunger in our local 

communities.  Remember to bring your òAó game!! 
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PLAY ôN PRAY!      Wednesdayõs from 9-11am.   

A weekly opportunity for grown-ups and their young ones to gather for fellowship, 
prayer, and of course—playing!   This will be a wonderful outlet for parents to share 
advice, ideas, prayer concerns, and to G.R.O.W. in Relationships at Fish Lake! 
Please come once a week to play and pray with your little ones!  All ages of grown-ups 
and children are welcome and of course, yummy snacks will be  provided!  If you have any 
questions, or want to get involved in any way, please feel free to contact Maggie Hub-
bling by phone, 763-219-0195 or email, mhubbling@yahoo.com.  You can also find her 
on Facebook! 
 

 

Come escape winter with some  

LUAU FUN! 
 

Sunday,  February 13, 5-7pm 
 

A Luau meal and dessert will be  provided.   
Bring fruit, veggies, or a salad to share.  

Dress for tropical summer fun! 
 

 

A Valentine’s Celebration ! 
 

Everyone bring: 
 One valentine to share 

 A bible verse with the word “love” in it. 
 A song with the word “love” in it. 

 
As always we’ll begin with conversation, fun, and sharing.   
We’ll then join in a delicious valentine potluck!  Don’t miss it! 

 

Wednesday, February 9, 11:00am—1:00pm 

55 F 

FAMILY  ·  FRIENDS   ·   FOOD   ·   FUN   ·   FAITH  

Present for Meeting:  Mark Blesener, Tom Lofboom, Nancy Bengtson, Kris Fairbanks, Pastor 
Dale, Pete Meagher, Jason Wilking, Kent Sayler, Joel Santjer  
 

Devotions were led by Tom Lofboom – As we move through the darkness, with faith we can see 
God’s light, bearing eternal life. We need to ask ourselves: What serves as a guiding star in our 
congregation? 
 

Affirmations:  Thanks to the following:  The nominating committee for their work at finding 
candidates for this year’s elections; Christmas program volunteers for another great Christmas 
program; Mark Blesener and Rick Lofboom for changing the dangerously high light bulbs in the 
sanctuary; LaDonna for her contribution to such introspective advent services; Mary Kay Linder 
for leading the Advent services in song; WELCA for their generous donation of $1,000 to the 
General Fund; and the entire congregation for being diligent in their financial giving in 2010. 
 

Pastorõs Report:  Spring Lake Lutheran has a new interim pastor:  Pastor Linda Wahlstrom – 
Keep her and the entire Spring Lake congregation in your prayers; A locksmith has been con-
tacted to look into a new key/lock system;  There is one stained glass window left to be re-
paired.  It is behind the elevator and will be done this spring.  A rededication service will follow 
the project’s completion; we had a wonderful turnout for this year’s Christmas Caroling event. 
 

Old Business:  Tree removal quote was received and approved.  Tree removal will take place in 
January. The cross/steeple was installed on January 5th; Adam Yelle repaired the lights in front 
of the church while the lift was here; 
 

New Business:  The Council approved a donation of $300 to the Cemetery Board for parking lot 
snow removal.  Orange cones will be set up on Sunday mornings in order to help with the park-
ing issue during the winter months. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Audit:  Fourth quarter audits will be done in January. 
WELCA:  Working on baptism and graduation quilts, hospice/midwife kits and in the process 
of doing an annual review of their charter. 
Property:  Pastor Dale will get quotes for the installation of five new wireless smoke detectors; 
Social Ministry:  2010 was a wonderful giving year – above and beyond the donations to the 
general fund. 
Christian Education: Another successful Christmas program; summer mission trip to Denver 
only has 10 openings left. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  Approved as written. 
Financial Report:  Approved as written. Budget proposal prepared by the Executive Com-
mittee will be presented at the Annual Meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. Respectfully Submitted, Kris Fairbanks 

Church Council Minutes—January 4, 2011 
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Quilt Bingo Stories 
 
 

(Winners at the Quilt Bingo were asked to share how their quilt would be used and where it would end 
up.  Here are some stories that have been sent back to us.) 

 

 
Quilt #2, Set IV– Bricks & Mortar 

 

This quilt will be used by a grandpa with artificial knees– who needs to rest his knees 
and keep them warm. This quilt will be used by grandpa in Parker Prairie, MN when-
ever he sits, reclines, or naps. I wish to thank you so much for the beautiful fishing, 
wildlife quilt that will please grandpa! ~A. Stone 
 

 
Quilt #1, Set III– Home Spun 

 

My family will be using this beautiful quilt in our Braham home. I currently have it 
―displayed‖ over the back of a chair in my living room– and know it will be put to 
good use these upcoming months! I want to thank all who made the day so fun! May 
God belss you as you serve Him in this very special way.  
~Mary Lodin (Kathy‟s daughter-in-law) 
 

Thank You!    Thank You! 
 
 
 
Thank you so very much for your holiday support this year! It seems that each year the 
need continues to grow~ thank you for responding to this need!  
Sincerely, Family Support Team- Bobbie Jo, Sharon, Char 
 

  

PAGE 13 

This year’s Lenten theme at Fish Lake 
Lutheran is “The Gospel in the Willows” based 
on the book by the same title by Leslie 
Francis.   
 

In „The Gospel of the Willows‟ the author 
highlights moral and spiritual challenges and 
encouragements from the original writing, 
“The Wind in the Willows” which was written 
in 1908 by Kenneth Grahame for his son.   
 

The themes are no less relevant now, a hundred years later, still 
describing the world and how to live in it—not unlike the Gospel 
that we find in the Word of God. 
 

In “The Wind in the Willows”, everyone is accepted as they are—a 
part of the community.  The characters in the book—Mole, Rat, 
Badger, and Toad—encourage us to be enthusiastic about 
learning new things and meeting new people while reassuring 
us that there is goodness in our world that cares for, helps, protects, and brings peace and 
joy. These heart-warming characters are loyal, generous, kind-hearted, resourceful and polite to 
each other. And they all need each other.  This vision of the world is a message that we all 
need to be reminded of.   
 

The theme of our Lenten mid-week worship, within the frame of Holden Evening Vespers, 
will lift up, celebrate, and encourage all of these things while taking us on a challenging 
journey through our own Lenten ―willows‖ exploring such themes in the book as: 
 

Exploring Faith by the River Bank, Ash Wednesday, March 9 
Learning to be Disciples on the Open Road, Wednesday, March 16 
Coming Face to Face with Mr. Badger, Wednesday, March 23 
Dulce Domum—”Home Sweet Home”, Wednesday, March 30 
Shaping the Future with Mr. Toad, Wednesday, April 6 
Learning from Toad‟s Adventures, Wednesday, April 13 
 

Everyone is encouraged to read “The Wind in the Willows” in preparation for this series. 
All mid-week services begin at 7:00pm and are preceded by a soup supper at 6:00pm. 

Lent 2011 at Fish Lake 

“The Gospel in the Willows” 
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Annual Congregational Meeting Update 
January 23, 2011 

 

Following worship on Sunday, January 23rd we gathered for our Annual Congregational 
Meeting followed by a delicious potluck. 
 

Gratitude and appreciation was shared for the great work and ministry of all the commit-
tees and elected leaders of our congregation.  We’ve been blessed abundantly at Fish Lake 
in recent years and we were challenged to move forward, open to whatever God might 
have in store for us.   
 

Elected Officials and Terms 
As of 1/23/2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These leaders were officially installed during worship on January 30. 
As a congregation we promised, in prayer, to support them and pray for them 

regularly as we share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized. 

  Term 
Church Council Expires* 
Nancy Bengtson          2012 
Mary Crawford         2013 
Sue Kane          2014 
Jennifer Kroschel         2013 
Tom Lofboom           2012 
Floyd Pinotti          2014 
Paula Rehder          2014 
Joel Santjer          2013 
Jason Wilking           2012 

  Term 
Cemetery Board Expires* 
Todd Fairbanks 2014 
Eric Gustafson 2012 
Mike Linder 2012 
Rick Lofboom  2013 
Terry Olson 2013 
Dale Sauer 2014 
Greg Smegal 2013 
Roy Samplawski 2012 
Tony Wicklund 2014 

Audit Committee 
Julie Osborne                      2014 
Cindy Blesener                      2013 
Lenore Samplawski        2012 
 
Head Usher 
Jeff Elmer                      2012 
 
* All terms expire in January 

Nominating Committee 
Rob Anderson 2014 
Jenny Niedzielski 2013 
Katie Santjer 2013
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I have been in a sort of strange mood lately. 
Perhaps it is that New Year’s over let down.  Perhaps it is the cold and snow that contin-
ues to come in waves. I think I have a bit of seasonal affective disorder – the long nights 
and short days can get to be depressing.  So, I sat down with my journal and wrote 
about my boredom and despondency. But I couldn’t leave it there. I had to look at my 
life and my work and my passions and I came up with a plan! I decided that I needed to 
pay more attention to my development as a spiritual director – the greatest passion in 
my life - which means paying more attention to my own spiritual ―stuff.‖ 
 
So where do I begin?  
I get in touch with my spiritual director (who I haven’t seen for several months).  
I  want to go to a “soul collage” workshop. I want to simplify my house and my life. I 
could go through my closets and cabinets and drawers and clean house. I should look at 
my budget and try to donate more to World Vision! I want to eat better and get more 
exercise. I should read more – especially the classics. And I want to contact friends I 
haven’t talked to in a while. I want what everyone wants – a better life—a balanced life—
happiness—meaning—purpose. 
 
And then it dawns on me. All of my attempts to change myself for the better are simply 
desires to rearrange stuff, but it is quite vain and unproductive for the long term. I’ve 
tried to do all of these things before. They are not bad things, they just are not the an-
swer to what I deeply desire. I think just being attentive and letting each day unfold in 
God’s time is what I need to do. The substance of my life is the relationship with God – 
the daily returning to God, shaking off the past, not fretting about the future, but being 
thankful for today.  
 
Yes, I plan on spending more time in The Word, and yes I will spend time in prayer and 
meditation – because in order to recognize God in the day, I need to be aware of how 
God comes to me. And God will come. I just need to pay attention. 
 
I encourage your comments and questions.  I am also available for spiritual direction.   
Reach me at ladolson@msn.com  or 651-674-8526 

A Message From Sister LaDonna 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

  1 

 

Church Council Meet-

ing 7:00 pm 

2  

WELCA 9:00 am 

Play & Pray – 9-11 am 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

  

3 4 5 

 

 

 

Colliander/Olson Wed-

ding 3:00 pm 

 6 5th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  

Holy Communion 

“Souper Bowl” 

9:00 am Strengths Finder 

class 

 

7 8 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

 

Movie Theater Chap-

erone Training 6-7pm 

9 Play & Pray – 9-11 am 

F55 11:00 am 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—1-3 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

10 9:30 am Breakfast 

with Debbie @ Joe’s on 

Main Street in North 

Branch 

 

 

11 

 

Movie Night– Parents 

Night Out! 6-8:30 pm 

12 

 

 

13 6th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  

9:00 am Strengths Finder 

class 

F5@5 5:00 pm 

 

 
Vine & Branches items due 

14  

 

Valentine’s Day 

 

15 

 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

16  

Play & Pray – 9-11 am 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—1-3 pm 

Kids Klub 5:00 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

17 

 

 

18 19 

Block of the Month  

8:30 am  

Craft Day 9-2:00 pm  

 

 

  

20  7th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  

Holy Communion 

 

Colorado Youth Mission 

Trip Meeting  

6-7:30 pm 

21 

 

22 

 

11:00 am Prime Time 

 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

23  

Play & Pray –9-11 am 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—1-3 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

24 

Ladies Night Out @ 

the home of Carrie 

Stiles 7:00 pm 

25 26 

27 8th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

WELCA Food Shelf  

Sunday-bring donations! 

 28 

 

 

 

    

February 2011 

Ushers 

6th  Carrie & Doug Mlinar, Pete Meagher 
13th  Kelli & Sami Klein, Lee Lane, Lisa 

 Gabrielson 
20th  Kelli & Sami Klein, Pete Meagher 
27th   Scott & Dorothy Lakeberg 
 

Acolytes 

6th  Kenzie Niedzielski, Gavin Mlinar  
13th   
20th 
27th   
 

Offering Counters 
6th  Rick & Debbie Lofboom, and 
  Julie Osborne  
13th  Joel & Katie Santjer, Mary Kay Linder  
20th  Cindy Blesener, Jami Wilking,   
  and Wendy Norling 
27th  Nancy Bengtson, Nicci Elmer, and 
  Mary Crawford 
 

Coffee Hosts 

6th  Lee Lane & Lisa Gabrielson 
13th  Sunday School-Jason & Jami Wilking, 

 John & Julie Pilz, Mike & Zenny  
  Benolken 
20th  Leap of Faith– Mark & Paula Rehder, 

 Brian & Brenda O’Donnell, Lynda  
  Steinbruckner 
27th   WELCA 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
   9:00 a.m. Adult Ed  

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:00 a.m. Worship  

Refreshments and fellowship 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

  1 

 

Church Council Meet-

ing 7:00 pm 

2  

WELCA 9:00 am 

Play & Pray – 9-11 am 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

  

3 4 5 

 

 

 

Colliander/Olson Wed-

ding 3:00 pm 

 6 5th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  

Holy Communion 

“Souper Bowl” 

9:00 am Strengths Finder 

class 

 

7 8 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

 

Movie Theater Chap-

erone Training 6-7pm 

9 Play & Pray – 9-11 am 

F55 11:00 am 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—1-3 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

10 9:30 am Breakfast 

with Debbie @ Joe’s on 

Main Street in North 

Branch 

 

 

11 

 

Movie Night– Parents 

Night Out! 6-8:30 pm 

12 

 

 

13 6th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  

9:00 am Strengths Finder 

class 

F5@5 5:00 pm 

 

 
Vine & Branches items due 

14  

 

Valentine’s Day 

 

15 

 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

16  

Play & Pray – 9-11 am 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—1-3 pm 

Kids Klub 5:00 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

17 

 

 

18 19 

Block of the Month  

8:30 am  

Craft Day 9-2:00 pm  

 

 

  

20  7th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  

Holy Communion 

 

Colorado Youth Mission 

Trip Meeting  

6-7:30 pm 

21 

 

22 

 

11:00 am Prime Time 

 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—7-9 pm 

23  

Play & Pray –9-11 am 

“Making Sense of the 

Christian Faith” Book 

Study—1-3 pm 

Confirmation 6:30 pm 

God’s Chimers 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7:15 pm 

24 

Ladies Night Out @ 

the home of Carrie 

Stiles 7:00 pm 

25 26 

27 8th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

WELCA Food Shelf  

Sunday-bring donations! 

 28 

 

 

 

    

Movie Theater Lock-In 11:30pmð6:00am 

Friday, February 18th-Saturday, 19th  


